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Purpose

To provide guidance to students, staff and parents/supervisors on the acceptable use of the Internet in the teaching and learning programs of the school.

Aim (Rational)

The Internet including the World Wide Web (w.w.w) offers a host of educational uses.  In order to provide the best education for our students NPS was provided access to the Internet.
The internet provides an opportunity to enhance students’ learning experiences by providing access to vast amounts of information across the globe. Online communication links students to provide a collaborative learning environment and is intended to assist with learning outcomes. Today’s students are exposed to online communication tools and the internet in their community. They have the right to expect secure access to these services as part of their learning experiences with the NSW Department of Education and Communities.
The w.w.w can be compared to a library and provides access to a wealth of information; however, not all of this information is suitable for students.  Therefore, adherence to this policy is essential to protect students from unsafe, unsuitable and unsavoury information.  Teachers will endeavour to ensure that sites chosen for students to access are suitable, however, with the rapidly changing content of the Internet there may be links to unsuitable material.

As the computers, and access to the Internet, are provided by the NSW DET and are used in the students’ home, parents and home supervisors are primarily responsible for the supervision of students using the Internet.  It is vital that students are supervised whilst connected to the Internet

Implementation

1. Students who use the internet and online communication services provided by the NSW Department of Education and Communities must abide by the Department's conditions of acceptable usage. They should be made aware of the acceptable usage policy each time they log on.
2. Students will keep passwords confidential, and change them when prompted, or when known by another user.
3. Students need to be aware that all use of internet and online communication services can be audited and traced to the e-learning accounts of specific users
4. Students will never plagiarise information and will observe appropriate copyright clearance, including acknowledging the author or source of any information used.
5. Students will ensure that permission is gained before electronically publishing users’ works or drawings. Always acknowledge the creator or author of any material published.
6. Students will ensure any material published on the internet or intranet has the approval of the principal or their delegate and has appropriate copyright clearance.
7. Students are to be supervised at all times by a teacher, parent or home supervisor while accessing the Internet.
8. Students will not give out personal details (name, address, information about family etc.)

9. Students must acknowledge the source of information taken from the Internet when used as part of their own school work.
10. The Internet is in the public domain.  When using email students will not use unsuitable language, *netiquette will be followed at all times.
11. Teachers/Students/Supervisors will not download unnecessary or inappropriate software.

12. If a student accesses a site that is unsuitable they must immediately exit the site and let their home supervisor know. The teacher/home supervisor will notify the principal who in turn will alert the NSW DET.

13. Written permission is required from a parent or guardian prior to the publication of any material by or about any student, including photographs of students.
14. Written approval must also be sought from staff, parents and community members before the publication of any information about them eg. Names, photographs, email addresses. A privacy Act form will be provided to all families at the beginning of each school year.
15. All families accessing the Internet and/or email should update virus protection regularly.

16. Any faults, concerns or issues with home computer equipment should be reported to the Principal to report to IT – Grafton Education Office.
*Netiquette: etiquette of the Internet (which includes email). Rules which define what is generally acceptable conduct on the Internet.
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